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departments, but threw out the vote for Ministers' salaries.
The Ministers had already been attacked at an earlier stage
for having voted with the reserved side of Government against
the majority of the Council on a resolution demanding the
release of political prisoners. Two Moslem Ministers (a third
Hindu Minister, who had lost his seat at a bye-election, having
resigned and not been replaced) carried on without emoluments
for a few months, but resigned after a second attempt to secure
salaries for them had failed. the Governor took over the
administration of transferred subjects temporarily under the
special provisions made under the Act for such an emergency.
In the nest year the strength of the Swarajist opposition was
somewhat diminished, and Mr. Das's health was failing (he died
in June, 1925). A fresh attempt to establish a Ministry was
defeated, but this was due as much to the action of an ex-
Minister and his friends as to Swarajist opposition. The
transfer of all subjects in Bengal was then revoked for
the time being, so that every department became re-
served. In 1926, the Swarajists withdrew from trie
Council, proclaiming that, although they had failed to
mend the system of government, they had destroyed dyarchy;
and in their absence the Budget was passed without difficulty.,
The second council accomplished little by way of legislation;
the Government introduced only Bills of immediate urgency or
Bills wfiich could not well be distorted by amendment.
224. The third Bengal Council saw the Swarajists still the
strongest party, but reduced in numbers. Communal strife in
1926 had resulted in detaching almost all Muhammadans from
them. Most of the Muhammadans were now in favour of work-
ing the constitution, as also was a group of Hindu " Liberals "
and " Besponsivists," but all these groups, except the Swara-
jists, suffered from internal dissensions.
At the opening of the third Council, there were still no
Ministers in Bengal, and no transferred departments. In
January, 1927, the Council passed by 94 votes to 38 a grant for
salaries for Ministers. This must not be understood to mean
that any Ministers then existed. It only meant that the Council
voted the sums necessary if Ministers were appointed. The
suspension of the transfer of subjects accordingly ceased, and
the Governor endeavoured to find two Ministers from among
the elected members. A Muhammadan was appointed, but
resigned in a few days, as no Hindu colleague was willing to
work with him. Then another Muhammadan and a Hindu
Minister were appointed. They were constantly attacked in
the Council and finally fell, on votes of no confidence, in
August, 1927. Two fresh Ministers (Hindu and Muhammadan)
were appointed in October, 1927. The vote for ministerial
salaries was easily passed in the Budget of March, 1928, but a
few days later a motion of no confide^* was onjv defeated by